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Strengthening School Networks Through Federal Funding

What Is E-Rate?

The E-Rate Program, managed by the Universal Service Administrative Company
(USAC) under the FCC, provides discounts to schools and libraries for affordable internet
access and internal network improvements.

E-Rate Category 2 focuses on upgrading and maintaining internal connections, the
technology inside the building that keeps your network reliable, secure, and fast.

What'’s Covered Under Category 2

Category 2 funding supports hardware, licenses, and services that distribute broadband
within your school.
Eligible services include:

Network Infrastructure

Wi-Fi access points (indoor/outdoor)

Switches (core, distribution, and edge)

Cabling and connectors for data and fiber networks

Controllers and network management systems

UPS (Uninterruptible Power Supplies) supporting eligible equipment

Network Security

e Firewalls and security appliances
e Software licenses for network management and security monitoring

Support & Maintenance

e Configuration, installation, and basic maintenance of eligible equipment
e Managed Internal Broadband Services (MIBS)

Funding Snapshot

e Discounts range from 20%-85% depending on the school's NSLP (free/reduced
lunch) percentage.

e Each school receives a five-year Category 2 budget, which can be used flexibly for
multiple projects.



e Budgets are calculated at $167 per student, with a minimum of $25,000 per site.
e Funds can be applied toward modernizing networks, expanding Wi-Fi coverage, or
enhancing cybersecurity.

How to Leverage E-Rate Effectively

1. Assess Your Current Network - Identify weak coverage, outdated switches, or
insufficient capacity.

2. Plan Ahead - Align upgrades with your school's long-term digital learning goals.

3. Work With an Experienced Vendor - Partner with an approved E-Rate Service
Provider that understands both technical and compliance requirements.

4. Keep Documentation — Maintain invoices, contracts, and service records for audit
readiness.

5. Reinvest Savings — Use E-Rate to stretch your technology budget and reallocate
funds toward cybersecurity or classroom innovation.

CyberSphere Solutions: E-Rate Partner

CyberSphere Solutions is an E-Rate certified technology provider supporting K-12
schools across Florida.

We help schools design, implement, and maintain secure, high-performance networks
using E-Rate funding. From structured cabling to advanced firewall protection.
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Eligible Services We Provide:

Wi-Fi Access Point Deployment

Switching Infrastructure

Structured Cabling (Data & Fiber)

Network Firewalls and Security

Managed Internal Broadband Services (MIBS)

Need Help Getting Started?

Even if your school already participates in E-Rate, you may not be using your full
Category 2 budget.

CyberSphere Solutions can help you review your eligibility, identify gaps, and make the
most of available funds.
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